
was any. The body was still somewhat
warm. The viscera were healthy in ap-
pearance, except the liver and the intes-
tines. The former had a peculiar irregular
appearance, due to an abnormal develop-
ment of the fibrous trabeculse, by which the
glandular structure was divided into small
lobules. Peyer's patches were slightly
more prominent than usual ; the solitary
glands were enlarged ; in the large intes-
tines the solitary glands were prominent,
but less so than in the small.

The dura mater seemed normal. Under
tho arachnoid, covering the right hemi-
sphere, there was a moderate amount of
pus following the course of the vessels ;
over the left vertex tho arachnoid was per-
haps rather opaque ; there was no pus and
but a slight amount of serum. At tho base
there was a thick deposit of pus or lymph
covering the optic chiasma, pons, medulla
and central part of the under surface of the
cerebellum, and, to a less degree, the crura
cerebri, a little also in the fissure of Sylvüis.
The cord was also thickly lined withthe
same deposit, especially posteriorly through-
out its entire length. The cauda-equina was
not examined, but the deposit seemed to
extend in tho vertebral canal below the
point to which it was opened.

The substance of the brain was rather
pinkish and the puncta vasculosa were
rather numerous. The ventricles contained
a small amount of purulent serum.

Under the microscope, the minute vessels,
not capillaries, of the dorsal region of the
cord showed extensive fatty degeneration
of the nuclei ; those of the brain showed
the same, but to a much less degree.

503 Shawmut Avenue.

ReportsofMedical Societies.
SUFFOLK DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. REPORTED

FOR THE JOURNAL.

The Society met May 25th, Dr. G. H.
Lyman, the President, in the chair.

Removal of an Ovarian Cyst.—Dr. Bixbyexhibited a iarge ovarian cyst that ho had
removed from a patient three days previ-
ously. After the woman had been placedunder the influence of chloroform, the cyst
was exposed by the usual incision, but as
it was being emptied, collapse came on and
the operation was suspended for a short
time, until the patient rallied. There wero
no adhesions to tho abdominal parietes,
but a second cyst was found deep in the
pelvis, after the first had been emptied.
The pedicle of the cyst was secured by the
clamp, the mass was removed and the
wound closed. Since the operation, the
patient had been very comfortable. Pulse
80. The diet had consisted of gruel. Neither
stimulants'nor narcotics had been given.

Dr. Wheeler remarked that, frequently,
it was the case that collapse or vomiting
came on when the intestines were being
handled. It was important to avoid vomit-
ing, either at this stage or later in the ope-
ration, and he had seen much less since
chloroform had been used.

Removal of Fibrous Tumor of the Uterus.
—Dr. Chase exhibited the specimen and
gave the history of the case. The patient
was 45 years of age. She menstruated
when she was 14 years old and married
when she was 20. Five years ago, she suf-
fered from a miscarriage, and since that
time has complained more or less of leu-
eorrhœa. Luring the past two years, coi-
tus has been painful and has been followed
by some bleeding. For the last six weeks
there has been constant haemorrhage, which
at times has been very profuse.
• On May 25th, an examination was made,
which revealed the tumor projecting from
the os uteri and attached to the anterior
wall by a short pedicle. With ccraseur,
the tumor, which was Ik inches in diameter,
was removed.

Bones of a Fœtus Discharged by (lie Rec-
tum.— Dr. Jackson showed some of the
bones of a fœtus discharged by the rectum.
The case was published in this Journal for
April 4th ult.

Dr. Bowditch spoke of a case in whioh
there had been a discharge for some time
through au opening in the rectum. The

Syphilis in the: Ape.—Dr. Schmidt re-
ports that an ape had his penis almost en-

tirely destroyed by ulcération, that the hair
fell out in places and that the frontal bone
as well as some of the long bones were per-
fectly carious. In the zoological garden at
Manchester, where the animal died, it was
ascertained from the keeper who had had
charge of the apes that these animals had
been previously subjects of a disease which
was characterized by ulcération of the ex-
ternal organs of generation, and which was
extended by sexual intercourse. In the
same collection of animals there was a fe-
male ape diseased in like manner; the vulva
was surrounded by condylomatous forma-
tions of considerable size, and there was
an abundantsero-purulentvaginal discharge.
 —Schmidt's Jahrb.
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case was diagnosticated as a pelvic abscess,
but lately, some hard masses had come

away, and a microscopist, who had examin-
ed them, considered (Item to be portions of
a fibrous tumor of the uterus.

Dr. Jackson said that ho saw no reason

why such a tumor might not be discharged
in this way by a process of adhesive inflam-
mation and subsequent ulcération. He also
referred to a case in which a similar tumor
was found in a cavity in the substance of
the walls of the uterus.

Dr. Fitz exhibited tho Tongue of a Child
very much Enlarged from the development
of spongy tissue and of cysts filled with
blood.

Addison's Disease.—Dr. Sinclair reported
the case. Tho patient, a man 28 years of
age, had been in good health until three
veins ago, when he had an attack of pleu-
ritis, which confined him to his bed two or
three weeks; from this attack, however,
he completely reepvered, About the mid-
dle of February last, he oommenced to have
vague pains in the extremities, and com-
plained of a feeling of weakness, which ne-
cessitated his giving up work.

On the 14th of March, when he came un-
der the care of Dr. tí., ho still complained
of weakness; there was loss of appetite,
some nausea and occasional vomiting, and
slight pain in the epigastric region. The
urine, which was pale and of a specific
gravity of 1012, contained a trace of albu-
men, a few fatty and granular casts, and
some uric acid crystals. About the mid-
dle of April, the' face assumed a slightly
bronzed appearance. On the 8th of May,
while the man was going up stairs, he sud-
denly had an attack of dyspnoea, and was
unable to walk to his room without assist-
ance. The discoloration of the face had
much increased, and the hands had a simi-
lar appearance at this time. The conjunc-
tiva' were pearly ; the base of the nails were

while, but the nails themselves were of a

tawny hue. The trunk and lower extremi-
ties were not discolored. There was com-

plete anorexia, pain in the epigastrio re-

gion, constant nausea and frequent vomit-
ing. Pulse 90, and weak. The patient,
gradually failed, and died on the 21st of
May.

Dr. Fitz exhibited the Supra-renal Cap-
8llles and gave an account of the autopsy.
The supra-renal capsules were filled with a

degenerated cheesy mass. Then! was some
fatty degeneration of the kidneys. The
lM'i pleural cavity was obliterated by old
adhesions. The brain and cord appeared
healthy. The spleen was enlarged and

darker than normal, from the deposit of
granular pigment.

Dr. Webber read a paper on a case of
Cérébro-spinal Meningitis, which appears
on a previous page of the present number
of the Journal.

In remarking upon this paper, Dr.
Williams suggested that the ophthalmo-
scope might assist in the diagnosis of ob-
scure diseases. Inflammation in the inte-
rior of the eye sometimes occurred in cere-

bro-spinal meningitis, aud we might find
injection of the vessels of the retina, as in
other forms of meningitis.

Dr. Bixby alluded to a case of Absence of
the Uterus that had lately come under his
observation. The patient had consulted
him in regard to treatment for imperforate
hymen. There had never been any cata-
menial discharge, although there had been
a periodic disturbance of health. The ex-
ternal sexual organs were well developed,
but the vagina was only a short cul de sac.
Tlwre was an irregular, elastic, pulsating
tumor, about two inches and a half in dia-
meter, in the left hypochondrium.

Adjourned.

AMERICAN OTOLOGICAL SOCIETY. J. OENH
GREEN, M.D., SECRETARY.

The Fifth Annual meeting of tho Society
was held at the Ocean House, Newport,
R. I., on Wednesday, July 17th, at 11J
o'clock. Eight members were present. In
the absence of the President, Dr. Morland,
of Boston, was chosen Chairman.

Drs. J. Solis Cohen, Charles II. Burnett
and George Strawbridge, of Philadelphia,
were elected as members.

The Executive Committee reported the
following communications, which were read
in order and referred to tho Publishing
Committee :—

1. Report on the Progress of Otology.
Dr. C. J. Blake, of Boston.

2. Accidental Evulsion of the Membrana
Tympani and Ossicles of Hearing. Dr. C.
II. Burnett, of Philadelphia.

3. Clinical Contributions—Otitis Media
Esemorrhagica. Dr. D. B. St.J. Roosa, of
New York.

4. Peculiar Case of Impacted Cerumen.
Dr. Roosa, of New York.

5. The Examination of 100 cases of Im-
pacted Cerumen, with a view of determin-
ing its Pathological Indication. Dr. O. D.
Pomeroy, of New York.

6. A Case presenting a Mastoid Seques-
trum. Dr. O. D. Pomeroy, of New York.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 11, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



7. A Faucial Eustachian Catheter. Dr.
0. D. Pomeroy, of New York.

8. Perception of High Musical Notes.
Dr. C. J. Blake, of Boston.

9. A Case of Caries of the Mcatus. Dr.
C. J. Blake, of Boston.

10. A Middle-Ear Mirror. Dr. C. J.
Blake, of Boston.

Verbal communications were made by
Dr. Morland, of Boston, on a lato publica-
tion in which corpulence is considered a
cause of deafness ; and by various mem-

bers, who reported cases of injury to the
ear from external violence from explosions,
from blows, and from attempted removal of
foreign bodies.

The following officers were elected for
tho ensuing year :—

President, H. D. Noyes, M.D.
Vice President, E. L. Holmes, M.D.
Sec'y and Treasurer, J. Orne Green, M.D.
Publishing Committee, Chas. E. Hackley,

R. F. Weir, M.D.
Committee on Progress of Otology, C. H.

Burnett, M D.
The same rules in regard to assessments,

the revision of proof's and adjournment
were adopted as last year.

The minutes of the session were read
and approved, and the Society adjourned at
6|, P.M.

An Heroic Druggist.—The Paris corre-
spondent of the Lancet relates the following
incident : The anniversary of the entry of
the Versailles troops into Paris painfully re-
minded me of the dreadful scenes 1 had wit-
nessed and the unheard-of atrocities com-
mitted during the furious struggle between
tho insurgents and the regular army.
Among tho melancholy events that then
took place, I may mention that related of
a pharmacien by the name of Koch, who
was brutally murdered by the Communist
soldiers simply because he refused to helpthem in raising a barricade in his neighbor-
hood. Not only did he refuse his aid, but
he attempted to lecture them on their con-

duct, whereupon two of tho men attacked
him in his own shop. The pharmacien,
however, kept them at bay with a bottle of
sulphuric acid in his hand, which ho threat-
ened to bespatter them with if they dared
to touch him. The men, finding a danger-
ous weapon before them, beat their retreat,
but soon returned with a reënforcement.
The poor pharmacien was carried out of
liis shop, and, after a sham "drum-head"
court-martial, was ruthlessly shot in the
presence of his wife and children.

Medical and Surgical Journal.
Boston: Thursday, August 8, 1872.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Now is the time for our medical brethren

to make their influence felt as tho guardi-
ans of the health of the people. It is tho
annual revival period for the sanitarian.
He preaches to unwilling oars at other sea-
sous—the text has no immediate and per-
ceptible application ; but now that all de-
caying stuff under the summer's sun is
made evident to the senses, when the gene-
ral mortality is doubled, when wholesome
fears of cholera are ready to aid us, the
work of reform can be undertaken with such
certainty of engaging the interest of all
reasonable people that it will not fail. Bos-
ton cries out for an efficient Board of Health
to clean its streets and back alleys, to
purge its foul tenement houses, to remove
its festering nuisances on new land and old,
to devise such a system of public hygiene '

as will show that a great city with such
natural advantages as Boston possesses
may become as distinguished for its health-
fulucss as for anything else—that it may
even rival the open country in its low rate
of mortality.

Our professional brethren do not know
how much influence belongs to them
by general concession. Let tho phy-
sicians of Boston at onco demand in the in-
terests of the people that a competent
Board, not too large for efficient action,
and not too large to be paid for their ser-

vices, should supplant the present Board
of Aldermen as a Board of Health, and the
people will insist upon tho change at tho
next City election, if, indeed, the reform
be not consummated sooner.

A similar work may bo done in every
city and town in New England. In what
way, we would ask, can a young physician
more reasonably engage the good will of
his townsmen than by activity and zeal in
such labors ?

If his knowledge be accurate and capable
of demonstration, if his enthusiasm bo di-
rected with good nature and tact, and not
take the form of scolding and vituperation,
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